
Thomas Hobbes

Historical Background 

Spanish Armada Fear and I born together 

The reformation
Martin Luther King Protestant Vs Roman Catholic 

Authority of scriptures Direct relationship with god

Post reformation

Royalists Mainline Protestants Absolute monarchy Hobbes

Puritans Radicals Theory of limited monarchy 
Limited authority Parliament 

Right to resist Against unlawful authority 

Puritan Revolution 1648 Violence 

Scientific revolution 

Rejected renaissance time idea Knowledge could be found in classics of past

Source of knowledge Observation & experimentalism St Thomas Empiricism 

Galileo Universe can be understood Without theological or teleological 
explanation 

Human Happiness or felicity 

Brain is made of particles which is in state of 
motion Which is responds to two stimuli

Pleasure Attract

Pain Aversion

He can’t assess other’s stimulus Utterly self interested And self regarding 

Human is utilitarian Possessive individual Individualistic is not a sin

No choice But to increase pleasure 

Social Contract 

Idea of emerging bourgeoisie class Middle class

Human nature 

Pleasure seeking till death

Individualism
Moral philosophy of sophism

Part is prior to whole Modern way of life

Hobbes | Greatest of all individualist 

Sabine

Utilitarian

Right to resist

Hobbes start as an individualist but concludes 
as a absolutist CB MacPherson

Unlimited desire and limited means

State of nature 

Absolute liberty Absolute equality 

Anarchy Nasty, poor, brutish and short

State of war All against all

Security Dilemma

Source of happiness For others

Struggle for power 

Which guarantees pleasure 

To maximise pleasure 

To minimise pain

Man is fearful by nature

Fear is the basis of authority 

Loss of life is end of happiness

Need state Security agency

Internal & external

Police state

Minimal state

Security preferred over liberty - bargain 
liberty for the sake of security 

Social Contract

Sovereign state

Covenants without swords are nothing but 
words

Leviathan 

Man lose all rights

Except right to life Right to self preservation
Obligation of state

Right to resist 

Law vs liberty Liberty is where law is silent Negative liberty Only when state is absent

Liberty signifies properly

The absence of opposition to external 
impediment to motion Freedom of movement, settle

Not internal impediment Sick unable to walk

State obsoletism Law is the command of the state Source of law - state

Positive law

Not natural law

Depends on reason

But passion dominates reason

Relevance in IR

Society and state Not natural But result of contract

Symbolises Freedom of choice Constitution is outcome of people’s will

State Institution of utility

Modernity

Machiavelli Separation state and religion Diffused authority Medieval mentality 

Jean Bodin State only in secular life Not in religious matters

Hobbes Church is under state

While Jean Bodin was standing at the gate of 
modernity, it was Hobbes who jumped inside 
the Gate.


