
Democracy Part I

Meaning Abraham Lincoln 

Government of the people All governments- doesn’t convey much Myanmar Junta or France

For the people Benevolent despotism China/North Korea

By the people 

Literally- Direct democracy Switzerland 

Practically- Representative democracy U.S. India

Essential Idea

Modern
UAF, free flow of info, elections, approval of 
majority & accommodation of interest of 
minority 

Relies heavily on the wisdom of the people Based upon the conviction that there are 
extraordinary possibilities in ordinary people 

Sometimes ordinary people falters in their 
judgment swayed by emotions Misled by demagogue 

Rule of mediocre replaced by meritocracy Occupational hierarchy 
Each position based on qualification, 
competence, character rather than age, gender 
race

Raghuram Ranjan, Manmohan Singh 

Conclusion All ills of democracy can be cured by more 
democracy 

Expansion of democracy 

Samuel P Huntington 

1st wave Since 17th Century - West - U.S. France Britain It’s reverse Interwar period- Germany, Portugal

2nd wave After Second World War West and former colonies Reverse Third world except India

3rd Wave Later 1980s - collapse of USSR Easter Europe Universal Arab Exceptionalism

84th wave 

Classical Notion 

Ancient 

Greek

Equal participation of all “free men”

Public decisions by “free discussion” 

Respect for law and established procedures 

Plato People not properly equipped with education 

Aristotle Polity (rule of many) rather than democracy Democracy - rule of mediocre seeking self 
interests 

Mixed constitution - Aristocracy + Democracy 
= polity

Cicero, Saint Augustines Mixed constitution Subordinating rulers to virtue or law

Modern

Machiavelli, Montesquieu Pure form of government 

Hobbes, Locke Social Contract 

Political legitimacy on the consent of the 
people

Challenge to dictatorship and divine rights

State as artificial mechanical creation of men 

Ultimate source of all government authority in 
individual

Jean Jacques Rousseau Popular Sovereignty General will State is product and under guidance of general 
will

A V Dicey Form of government under which majority 
opinion determines legislation Rule of majority 

James Bryce Additional benefit Self education 

Liberal Democracy 

Representative democracy 

Liberal Democracy 

Evolution 

Earlier Property as a qualification for vote

Later Inevitable- industrialisation- workers demand 
for vote

Forced to accommodate in order to save its 
own existence 

Today Combination of free market  economy and UAF

Principles 

Government by consent Two levels
Among representative 

Public - mass media 

Public accountability 

John Locke Trustee
Protection natural rights

Night watchman 

Rousseau General will Direct democracy 

Majority rule Wisdom of majority 

Recognition of minority rights

Constitutional government Government by law

Mechanism

Multi-parties freely competing Peoples opportunity to consider various 
alternative policies, programmes

Political offices not confined by any privileged 
class Not based on race, class gender

Periodic elections based on UAF

Protection of civil liberties

Independence of judiciary Separation of power Appointed on merit

Representative Democracy 

Types

Territorial Divided into constituencies- having equal 
population 

Advantage 
Simple and convenient 

People know representative more closely 

Disadvantage Undue prominence of local issue 

Functional Voters separated by different occupations and 
functions 

Example Industrial vote for industrial policy 

Guild Socialism GDH Cole

Corporatism Fascist Bypassed both class conflict and democratic 
election 

Theories 

Reactionary Hobbes unlimited representation Absolute sovereignty 
Superior knowledge and wisdom of politician 

Best custodian of public interest 

Conservative 

Edmond Burke

Public control without encouraging public 
participation Elites can be replaced by another elite group 

Parliament is a assembly of nation rather than 
narrow constituency interest 

J.S. Mill Enlightened Model Representative have both understanding and 
experience More freedom and flexibility 

Liberal John Locke Wisdom of masses Representatives as agents or messengers 

Radical Jean Jacques Rousseau Direct democracy 

Contemporary Theories 

Intro

Traditional Concerned with form of government and 
ethical justification 

Contemporary Nature of democracy In the light of recent sociological findings and 
it’s ethical critiques

Elitist theory 

Concept
Elite Minority within a social collective (religious, 

state) - preponderant  influence 

The Masses The majority 

Dimensions  

Decisions are taken by leadership 

Free competition among leaders 

People choose leaders from competing elites

Proponents 

Vilfredo Circulation of Elites Masses

Lack quality of leaders

Fear from responsibility 

Feel safe in following 

Robert Micheal Iron law of oligarchy Rule of few

Joseph A schumpeter Governments should be distinguished by 
appointing and dismissing the law makers

Raymond Aron 

Liberal democracy Divided elites
Checks &balances

Plurality of elites

Soviet democracy Unified elites

Giovanni Sartori Self government is a delusions
The real danger of democracy emanates not 
from existence of leadership but absence of 
leadership 

Which would result in mass being exploited by 
anti democratic counter elite

Pluralist Theory 

Differentiated society Difference groups have influence Different values, sources and methods of 
influence 

A.F. Bentley Democracy as a political game played by great 
variety of groups 

Robert Dahl Polyarchy Several centres of power in society The policy making process

Highly decentralised of bargaining among 
relatively autonomous groups Interest of more organised and vocal groups Producers > Consumers

Not product of the will of elites or chosen few

Participatory 

Deliberative 

Radical


