
Human Rights

Intro

Rights which entitled to individuals by virtue of 
being human

Other rights are depend of status as a citizen

For foreigner, refugee, prisoner of war

Karal Vasak Evolution of rights

1st generation rights Civil and political

2nd Social and Economic

3rd Human Rights

Cultural rights of minorities in a multicultural 
society 

Benefit of world citizenship 

Historical background
Hitler Westpahlaia 1648 Non intervention in domestic matters

Even before civilisations and nations originates There were existence of man Thus HR beyond citizenship 

Immanuel Kant
Rights based on human reasons alone

Human dignity is categorical imperative or 
maxim Man in end itself

Nuremberg trials Crimes against humanity is itself a valid reason 
to prosecute No need of law of a particular state HRs are Above the law of any nation

1948 UDHR Elaborate list of HRs
30 articles and a preamble Civil, political, socioeconomic, cultural

Right to privacy, nationality, consent to 
government Democrat form of government as HRs

Helsinki accords 1975

Debates

Selective use of HRs by west For geopolitical interest Resource rich west Asia Vs poor African Libya vs Rwanda 

Perceived as liberal discourse Redundant for non western countries Cultural imperialism

Universalism vs particularism 

Asian values 

Solidarity, discipline, loyalty, respect for 
authority 

Former Singapore PM Lee Kuan Yew, Malaysia - Mahathir bin Mohammed 

Conflicting with religion Iran - UDHR is a Judo-Christian tradition 

Micheal Ignateiff Largely opposed by the vested interests who 
commits HRs violations

Minority communities can not insisting on 
retaining certain outdated irrational practices in the name of maintaining their identity 

Cultural relativist Communitarianism 
Will kymblica Cultural rights to minorities

Bhiku Parekh Dialogue among different communities will 
create common values acceptable to all

Scrambling for cake vs peacefully distributed

Some great values like cooperative spirit, 
regard for elders, hospita To be added with HRs

HRs should reach its logical conclusion in 
evolution of a composite culture 

Which encourages cooperation and 
collaboration Paves way for social progress


