
Aristotle 

Intro

Plato Reality is the shadow of idea Reality is illusion

Aristotle 

Idea is not independent of matter
But present in matter

Importance to material world

Book “Politics”

Teaching - Lyceum

Worldly wise ruler
Need common sense

Not wise in world of ideas

Conservative 

Importance to institutions of 
Property

Family 

Plato was radical

Pragmatic Golden mean

Strive for best practicable 

Shouldn’t sacrifice good for the sake of best

Rather take leave than hemlocke

Equidistant between extremes Courage Between cowardice and foolhardiness 

Functionalist Utility of slaves, institutions 

Patriarchal Women within 4 walls

Teleology

School of destiny Slavery

Things develop to their own perfection and 
completeness

Functional of theory is to explain this process 
and purposes it serves

Theory of state

Man is by nature social animal Not just self interest 

Every community is established with a view to 
some good State is highest good Because serves whole community 

Teleology of man Member of society 

State comes into existence for the sake of life 
and continues for sake of good life

One who can live without state can be either 
beast or god but can’t be a man

Origin

Individual Family Village State 

Chronologically, man is prior to state but 
logically State is prior to man Like Socrates

3 different kind of communities Simplest to complex

Family No free choice -strict hierarchy 

Village Sociability purely instinctual

State People come together to make decisions Debate, free speech Distinguishing between animal and human

Citizenship

Excludes

Slaves No reason

Women Family burden

Children No maturity 

Old people Physically weak

Includes

Adult Greek propertied men Men of reason Have luxuries to participate 

Why

Duty

Participate in affairs of state 

Deliberation - law Law is not a dictate But keeping equilibrium between conflicting 
interests and competing interest 

Adjudication 

Authority of statesman is different from 
authority of master

Master has absolute power over family and 
slaves

Statesman bound by rule of law

Active participation- Civic Republicanism 
Duty, not just an identity 

Hannah Arendt Concept of Zoon Politikon

Result of reason plus action People shape their lives and institutions 

Slavery 

Slavery is natural and desirable Functionalist, utility

Different types of men

Physically strong Slave Labour 

Mentally strong Master
Reason Ability to take decisions 

Courage to face consequences 

Utility

Economic Productive labour 

State Master participates in civic affairs 

Master Develop his virtue

Slave Necessity 
Company of master will improve his reasons

Opportunity to develop virtue

Present 
Age of human rights and human dignity 

Immanuel Kant Each man is end in itself

Property 

Just property Labour 

Unjust Lending

Utilities Source of motivation Cause if self work Men of reason Stakes in stability Charity

Types

Common ownership, common use Everyone’s property is no one’s responsibility Not productive

Common ownership, individual use Illogical, impractical 

Individual ownership, common use

Productive, better maintenance Useful for society 

Why rich should share

Social animal

Acknowledging social contribution 

For stability and peace

Relevance Gandhi’s trusteeship

Constitution 

Discussed in exhaustive manner 158 Cns
Inductive Particular to general 

Deductive General to particular 

Classification 

Polity

Moderation
Neither extreme wealth or poverty

Neither arrogant nor ignorant 

Stability

Oligarchy Disobedience to law Not trusted by poor

Equality
Meritocratic society Proportionate equality rather than absolute 

equality 

It is unjust to treat equal unequally, it is 
equally unjust to treat unequal equally 

Justice

Not abstract as Plato

2 dimensions

Distributive According to merit
Honours, rewards

Resource distribution 

Rectifactory Adjudication Harm, punishment, compensation 

Proportionate justice

Revolution

General causes

Feeling of inequality Real or imaginative 

Universal passion for power and privilage Nietzsche - Will to power

Carelessness, corruption 

Gap of income and wealth Thomas picketty

Undue importance to any person or group  Marx

Rivalry between classes

Inflow of foreigners 

Disproportional increase in any aspect of state

Change is inevitable x people like change Paradigm

Regime specific causes

Monarchy Family quarrels, jealousy, conspiracies 

Oligarchy Poor conspire against rich

Democracy Demagogue leader

Suggestions 

Cultivate spirit of obedience to law

Educate about civic virtues

Inculcate patriotism 

Relevance Arab spring, West Africa

Theory of law Rule of law

Law is reason without passion

Law and reason both have same purpose Both Tell what we should do or not

Same side of two coins

Law and PK
Law Impersonal Collective wisdom Wisdom of age Time tested

PK Passion

Father of political science 

Comparative method

Rule of law

Inductive What constitutes justice from Honest trade, causes of revolution 


