
Equality Part II

Equality and freedom

Two principles

As complementary principles Social liberals
Amartya Sen Capability Approach 

MacPherson Creative freedom

Impediment to freedom

Alex de Tocqueville The principle of equality encourage individual 
subservience to pub opinion Tyranny of majority 

JS Mill In the interest of liberty Weighted Vote

F.A Hayek 
Individual differences in skills and talents Creates socioeconomic inequality 

Mirage of social justice

Social contract People willingly give up their freedom to create 
society 

Herald J Laski Equality is not mean identical treatment As long as men are different in want and 
capacity and need

Different schools

Classical liberals, neoliberal Negative liberty 
Non intervention of state to creat equality 

F.o.s.e equality before law

Marxist Freedom from necessities To each according to his needs

Socio liberals Positive liberty State intervention 

Contemporary example 

Affirmative action To address historical inequalities 

LGBTQ+ - equal rights and freedom

Universal healthcare vs progressive taxation 

Affirmative Actions

It is a policy to address past discrimination by 
giving differential treatment to disadvantaged 
groups.

Rational grounds

Inadequate opportunities in the past Should be compensated now 

Scarce opportunities Should be allocated based on needs rather 
than just merit

Positive intervention To give level playing field

Opponents Neo conservatives
Against merit Will erode social progress and stability  

It hurts personal dignity and self respect Reward through preferential treatment 

India
Sympathetic society Issue of “reverse discrimination” not raised as 

loudly as U.S. U.S. SC verdict

Problem of identification Creamy Layer Caste census EWS

Arguments against 

Compromise against merit

Difficult to role back

Politicisation 

Failure to achieve objects

Preferential policies Favouring dominant class Srilanka

Most of arguments are against the manner 
of policies implemented rather than the 

need of such action 


