
Equality Part I

Intro

Syllabus 

Social, political and economic 

Relations between equality and freedom

Affirmative Action

Meaning
It is a relationship between two or more persons 
or groups regarding some aspects of life ie 
political, social, economic 

Evolution 

Aristotle 

Theory of citizenship Limited to the class of citizens only

Formal equality Treating equals equally, and unequals unequally

Defence of natural inequality Recognition and maintenance of existing 
inequality 

Hobbes

Natural equality between “all Humans” in the 
state of nature Body strength = secrete plot

Everyone equally bounded by pleasure and pain

Rousseau 
Natural - unalterable 

Unnatural/ conventional - alterable Privileges , property

Marx From each according to his ability, to each 
according to his need Absolute equality Equality of outcomes

Alex de Tocqueville Equality as tendency of modern society 

Why equalise

To do fair distribution of benefits and burdens Fulfil basic needs

Self respect Untouchability 

Foster Fraternity

Equality of What

Welfare Equality

Utilitarian Two dimensions 
Happiness as net balance of pleasure over pain

Desire or preference satisfaction 

Not how much resources individual get but

Taste for expensive jewellery is at par with 
riding bicycle 

Equality of Resources 

John Rawls Fair distribution of resources 

Ronald Dworkin  

Each given 100 clamshells in a perfectly 
competitive market Resource egalitarian conception 

Two stage process

Ambition sensitive Auction Meets envy test
Difference between them owing to different 
bundle of resources are reflection of their 
different ambitions 

Endowment Sensitive Auction Insurance for natural disabilities 

Equality of capabilities Amartya Sen

Instead of income or resources 

Real freedom Able to read, being healthy, having self respect 

Notion of well-being in terms of “function”
Reading is function but literacy is capability

State should concern about capabilities and 
not functions

Resource equality Books, education services

Equality of capability More than external, Internal ability

Complex equality

Communitarian perspective 

Micheal Walter

Book “sphere of justice” Justice varies 

Society to society 

Within society Between  different spheres

Political 

Social 

Economic 

Within spheres Social - father, mother, children

No single notion of equality Nothing wrong with inequalities within a sphere

But inequality in one sphere should not 
influence other sphere Money from business not to be used in politics

Dimensions of equality

Legal equality - liberal theory 
Equality before law

Equal protection of law Reservation, progressive taxation 

Political, social, economic

Formal equality 
Legal

Political

Substantial equality 
Social No discrimination based on race, religion caste

Economic Equality of opportunity vs equality of outcomes


