
Critics of Rawls 
Theory of Justice

Libertarian Robert Nozick Entitlement theory of justice

Acquisition, transfer, rectification, historical 
entitlement 

Minimal state is inspiring as well as right

Role of state 
Acquisition, transfer, rectification 

 Rectificatory role not distributory

Undue past justice

Social liberals A Sen 

Rational choice of abstract individuals Vs social choice of real persons

Can’t be universal Ann, Bob, Carl Flute made, not have, how to play

Too much importance to procedure over 
substance Arjuna and Krishna Niti vs nyaya

Influence of Buddha Minimising human sufferings Realisation focused approach 

Feminist 

Ethics of care

Difference principle 

Head of family Personal is political 

Socialist Not given theory of justice, rather justified 
inequalities 

Communitarian 

Revival of Public sphere Hannah Arendt, Hebermas,

Importance to community Extended kinship group 

Libertarian vs communitarian 
Libertarian Self is prior to society Common good is aggregate of individual good State - value neutral Universal rights Politics of nation

Communitarian Embedded self Body is more than aggregation of organs State promote values Rights - community and culture specific Politics of community 

Micheal Sandal Rights and justice can’t be detached from 
customs and traditions 

Micheal Walter Sphere of justice
Complex equality 

Justice is not a homogenisation but act of 
differentiation Different communities different justice 

Rawls response 

Book - political liberalism Different communities having different 
comprehensive doctrines 

Willing to cooperate 

Reasonable pluralism Different from Modes vivendi No real desire but workable mechanism 

Justice as fairness Most rational principle 

May not applicable to non western society But mature democratic political culture

In liberal society Limited to political sphere

On global justice

Book - Laws of the people

Context 

Globalisation, cosmopolitanism 

North Vs south Property in north, poverty in south 

Democratic deficit 

Difference principle only in democratic sphere

Principles 

Respect sovereignty 

Non interference 

Respect treaties 

International code of conduct Prisoners of war

Help during natural calamities 


