
Rawls Theory of 
Justice

Social liberal, egalitarian and critic 
of utilitarianism 

Context

Social conflict in America Black, women, disarmament, peace

For peace and stable society Based on justice which is acceptable to 
everyone And seen rational to all

Prevail idea of justice based on utilitarianism Undermines human dignity Kant
Right is prior to good

Fundamental values can not be violated

Human dignity can not be subjected to political 
bargaining or social calculus

1st virtue Justice Based on human dignity 

2nd Efficiency, merit, order

Method 

Social contact Heads of families Voluntary Rational method 

Original position 

Before social contract 

State of nature

Assembled to derive principle of justice Distribution of Primary goods Liberty, rights, income, wealth and dignity 

Secondary goods Goals in life Doctor, engineer, scientist 

Human nature
Not Hobbesian Moral person Willing to cooperate 

Locke Rational

Veil of ignorance 

Distribution process

Based on pure reason Not biased Inherent 

Not aware of
facts about Themselves and others

talent, advantage, disadvantage

Do not have information about society they live But have General idea about economic and 
human psychology 

Negotiation through 
Rational deliberation

Reflective equilibrium 

Continuous process Societal value LPG

Arrive at 3 principles of justice 

Maximum equal liberty Pursue rational goals

Equality of opportunity 

Difference principle 

Principles Difference in talent

Inequality bound to emerge

Just society Manages inequality by institutions 

Inequality is justified by

Outcome of fair equality of opportunity  

Difference principle 

Welfare state, progressive taxation, 

Why people agree Even weakest link in chain is important as 
strongest link

Marxist Vulgar justification 

Nozick

Bonded labour 

Compelling work for others
Against human dignity

Aggression on man’s personality 

Most rational principle 

Liberals - first two principles Socialist- last one

Social liberalism All three

Rational person thinks from both positions 
Most advantaged

Least advantaged 

Max-Min approach 

Maximise advantages if any - talent
Why liberty 1st virtue 

Rational man is optimistic 

Minimise disadvantages Insurance Can’t be first choice

Application Justice as fairness Not limited to political sphere

In lexical order


