
Theory Of State

Intro

Political Science begins and end with the state

State is abstraction, government is concrete 
manifestation

Ancient - City state Medieval - Roman Empire Modern - Nation State Post modern - supra-national EU

Nation State

Most universal institution

Formal recognition Treaty of Westphalia 1648

Territory 

Population 

Government 

Sovereignty 
Supreme power in domestic sphere

Freedom to pursue external policies 

Sovereignty 

Monistic theory 

Single sovereign 

Jean Bodin

Above law, unrestrained by law Because source of law

Limitations 
Fundamental law

Private property Granted by natural law

Hugo Grotius

Father of international law

Nations are subjected to natural law or Dictate of right reason Internal 

Voluntary law based on free consent In international level External sovereignty 

Hobbes, Bentham, Rousseau Political Obligation 

John Austin

Law is the command of the sovereign 

Positive law
Law created by state State - supreme law making body

Not natural law

Legalistic theory Single source of law No confusion

Characteristics

Deterministic 
Identity 

Source of law

Supremacy 

Enforceable 

Permanent Can’t be transferred, divided, condition for 
freedom

Pluralistic theory

State as one of several associations of human 
beings operating in society 

Orbiter of conflicting claims of different 
associations Association of associations 

Repudiated exclusive and absolute aim of state To individual allegiance 

Context WWI State required its citizens to sacrifice 
everything 

Policy of war was determined by men in power 
who were as imperfect and fallible 

State vs government Unlimited obligation

Leon Duguit Laws are conditions of social solidarity 
Rules to sustain the social life

Not command of sovereign 

H J Laski

Sovereignty as a legal fiction 

Weakness of sovereignty 

Historical basis Customs and traditions substantially limit the 
state Prudence and expediency of kings and sultans

Distinction between legal and popular 
Sovereignty 

Can’t disenfranchise Roman Catholics, trade 
unions 

Political organisation Federal state

Divided authority It is impossible misadventure to discover 
sovereign in federal state

Because society is federal, authority must be 
federal too

Various interest groups sovereignty over its 
members

Man is a part of universe Multidimensional Multiple means and needs
State can’t fulfil all 

Can’t expertise in all fields 

Difference between state and government Can never be allowed to absolute and 
irresponsible 

Moral grounds of obligation As a “public service cooperation”

State is a keystone 

It has the role of Balancer and arbiter 

Primacy among associations Because of this Unique function

Economic power Socialisation of vital sources will avert 
concentration of power Capital, land, import, export, transport, fuel

Monistic Undermine international law
By giving Too much power to state 

War - detrimental to survival 

Robert Maciver
Laws exists prior to state State like a corporate which need rules

Other associations have deeper individual 
loyalties 

Types

Titular Sovereignty UK, Japan

Popular Sovereignty People as source of all authority Rousseau Human will

Individual Particular will

Actual will

Motivated by immediate self interest 

Represents lower self

Transient 

Differed from individual to individual 

Real Will

Motivated by ultimate collective good

Represents higher self 

Stable

Common to all members of community 

Community General will

Impact of globalisation 

Deterritorialisation Vs Centralisation (Westphalia)

Kanichi Obama Borderless world

Global village Marshal McLuhan 

Billiard ball hard shell penetrated by 
globalisation 

Information, technology, market, global 
challenges

Ability to control decreased 

New values, norms Transnational network Climate change, peace, nuclear

State centric scholars Robert Gulpin State commanding globalisation 

David Held No zero sum game In some contexts globalisation is winning, state 
is not losing

Sorensen Not impacted equally 
India, Brazil okay

Poor, failed state

Responsibility to protect

Ww2 Sovereignty is not power but responsibility 

After Cold War

Change in nature of conflict Interstate to intrastate Ethnic Serbia, Rwanda

Controversial 
Libya 2011 - No Fly Zone

Russia, China see it as regime change tactics Veto in Syria

Brazil Responsibility while protecting If go beyond mandate


