
Ideology

Meaning

Ideology is the most elusive concept in the 
whole of social science 

Marxist 

The class which has the means of material 
production 

Has control over the means of mental 
production 

Marx

Ideology is about delusion and mystification False consciousness His own idea as Scientific 

Reflects interest and perspectives of ruling 
class The class system is presented upside down

Camera Obscura

Beliefs thoughts are not purely product of 
individual thinking 

Strongly influenced by economics and social 
structures of prevailing society 

Right to property 

Manifestations of power

Lenin Ideas of particular social class Marxism for working class

Antonio Gramsci Hegemony 

Frankfurt school Manufacturing ideology Herbert Marcuse 

Non Marxist 

Karl Mannheim 

Book “ideology and Utopia”

Ideology 

Thought systems to defend a particular social 
order

Interest of dominant or ruling group

Utopia
Idealised representation of future Imply need to radical change

Interest of oppressed or subordinate group 

All ideological systems are distorted Partial and necessarily self interested 

Sociology of knowledge Every knowledge has social context 

Liberals Karl Popper Ideology as closed system of thought 

Claiming monopoly of truth, 

Refuse to tolerate other ideas

Fascist, Nazi, Stalin

Totalising character Instrument of social control, compliance, 
subordination 

Conservative 

World is infinitely complex Largely beyond the human capacity to 
understand 

Michael Oakeshott “Men sail a boundless and bottomless sea”

Support pragmatism, experience from history As a guide

Contours of ideology 

Critique of existing order

Vision of future society 

Theory of political change 

Political ideologies vs theories 

Political theory Ethical or normative question What is justice What ought to be

Political ideology 

Provide a context to understand existing 
systems - descriptive Prescriptive idea of nature of future society 

Applied political theory 

The End of ideology 

Fashionable in 1950s & 1960s

Daniel Bell In west 

Absence of ideological division 

Economics has trumped over politics

Politics has been reduced to technical 
question 

How to deliver affluence 

Not about nature of good society 

Immediate post war period 

3 major ideologies
Liberalism, Socialism and conservatism 

Common goal of “managed capitalism”

The goal itself is a ideology Enduring faith on 

Market economy 

Private property and material incentive 

Social welfare

Economic intervention 

In effect Welfare capitalism or social democracy Triumphed over rivals

1960s
New left ideas

Feminism, ecologism New ideas

1970s Economic recession New right, neoliberalism 

Thesis focused Exclusively industrialised west Ignored deeply entrenched communism in 
China, Russia, EE in 1950s, 60s

Francis Fukuyama The end of history 

Hybrid ideologies Conservative nationalism Liberal multiculturalism 

New ideologies

Feminism, post colonialism, multiculturalism 
Shift away from economics Towards culture

Shift from social politics to identity politics Hope for personal choice, self definition 

Provide individual with range options 
Political activism has become a lifestyle choice

Environment 

Greater scrutiny on classical ideologies The Rhodes must fall movement 

Samuel P Huntington Clash of civilisations
Core conflict Sinic and western 

Western & Islamic Fault line conflict

Post modernism 

We don’t discover the truth, we invent the 
truth

Modernity

17th to WW II

Age of science Observation and objective knowledge 

Centralisation Order Hierarchy 

Materialism Capitalism WW, Nuclear

Undermined Culture and community 

Origin of post modernism Both
Social movement World peace, LGBTQ

Intellectual movement Architecture, literature,

Themes

No objective truth “Right” is limit of our knowledge, not limit of 
knowledge 

Different perspectives Each have relevance

Diversity & Democracy 

Nietzsche

God is dead Rejecting morality No ultimate criteria 

Will to power
Man pursue power

No theory is free from power

Superman Challenge Conventional morality

Importance to ideas

Karl Marx Beyond what is apparent BS, SS

Gramsci Hegemony

Karl popper Falsification 

Thomas Kuhn Book - structure of scientific revolution Paradigm

Pre-paradigm Existing 

Crisis stage

New

No finality, changes wrt time and space, 
challenging fundamentalism, universalism

Foucault

Discourses Speech act Telling things in a manner that others accept 
it as truth

Nietzsche Knowledge is power No exercise of power possible without being in 
theory

Discourses can be called as power

“Power is productive” Identity Nationality, criminality, sexuality

Bio power Discipline body & mind

Govern mentality Produce citizen suitable 

Truth is ritual Knowledge is not liberation but control, 
enslavement 

Initially coercive power Later - disciplinary  

Examples

Orientalism Edward said Knowledge is formidable ally of colonialism 

Post colonialism 

Gayatri Shivaka Book “Can subaltern speak” Whether west listen, east has capacity

Homi Bhava Book “location of culture”
West and east in binary terms

Masculine and feminine

Concept of deconstruction Derrida

Interpretation of text Context of both Reader and author

Human knowledge is not developed enough to 
express all emotions

Deconstruct theories Reconstruct meanings Not static 


