
Fascism

Intro 

Italian word - fasces Bundle of rods with an axle-blade protruding Signifies authority 

Historical overview 

Child of interwar period

Revolt against modernity, enlightenment Nazis - “1789 is dead” 

Benito Mussolini PM in 1922 One party fascist state

Hitler German chancellor 1933

Prince Fuminara Imperial Japan 1930s

Neo Fascist 

Nazis Against communist, liberals, Jews Expansion by war

Neo Nazis Immigrants Accommodation with democracy 

Italian social movement

National Front

Greece’s Golden Dawn

Core Themes Difficult to analyse as an ideology 

Lacking rational and coherent core

Hugh Trevor An ill assorted hodge-lodge of ideologies 

Hitter’s wold view Complete set of attitudes that demand 
commitment and faith Rather than reason and debate

Better to be described as political movement 
or political religion 

Statism and racism As historical phenomena

Anti rationalism

Emotion rather than reason

Friedrich Nietzsche Will to power Humans are motivated by will rather than 
rational mind

George sorel Importance of political myth Engages in emotions and provoke actions

Mussolini Action not talk” Parliament is nothing but ‘talking shop’

Anti character

Nihilism Opposition to prevailing views

Freedom Unquestioning submission 

Democracy Absolute dictatorship 

Progress Constant struggle and war

Projecting themselves as creative force Constructing new civilisation Through creative destruction 

Community is not an outcome of rational 
minds

But by innate loyalties and emotional bond 
forged by common past

All rivalries and conflicts subordinates to a 
higher collective purpose

New man, a hero, motivated by duty honour 
and self sacrifice Dissolve his personality in a social whole

Struggle

Charles Darwin Theory of natural select Survival of fittest

Herbert spencer Social Darwinism

Mussolini War is to men what maternity is to women 

Program of Eugenics PWD Jews - racial eugenics

Unending struggle Expansion Lebensraum Living space in east Ultimate prospect of wold dominion 

Socialism 

National socialism 

To get support of urban workers

Small shopkeepers and peasants agains 
department stores and large farm

Collectivism 
Common good before private good

Capitalism promotes self interest Threatens cohesion of nation

Socialistic style economic policy State regulations Planning 

Later Increasing support for big businesses Marginalising leftist elements Night of the long knives 1934 Purge

Anti communism was more prominent International working class solidarity Vs Allegiance to race

Leadership & Elitism 

Radical rejection of equality Born with different abilities Rare quality rise to leadership through struggle

Kinds of people

Supreme All seeing leader

Warrior elite Exclusively male Heroism, vision, sacrifice 

Masses Weak, ignorant Destiny is unquestioning obedience 

Friedrich Nietzsche Overman Superman

Who rises above herd instinct of conventional 
morality 

Living according to his own will and desires

Max Weber Authority 

Traditional 

Legal-rational

Charismatic 

The leader principle 
All authority emanates from leader personality 

Leader defines destiny of his people Real will & General will

Ultra Nationalism

Chauvinistic and expansionist Nations not equal nor interdependent Rivals and struggle for dominance

National regeneration Rebirth of national pride Past glories Imperial Rome & Germany under Bismarck

Expansionist Living space in east Manchuria 1931 Abyssinia 1934

Autarkik
Strict self sufficiency 

Control on resources and energy Economic strength National regeneration 

Types

Extreme statism 

The totalitarian state

Extreme collectivism 

The leader principle 

Immediate leadership between leader and 
citizen

No distinction between state and civil society

Active participation and total commitment 

Politicisation  of masses

Monistic believe in single value system 

Nazis Total control over media, art , culture, youth 
organisations 

Italy
Like traditional dictatorship 

Monarchy & church survived

Everything above the state Nothing against the state Nothing outside the state

For Nazis

State means to an end Mere vessel 

Creative power derives not from state but 
from race

Corporatism 

Mussolini

Third way Social harmony between business and labour Moral & eco regeneration 

22 corporations
Representing Workers, employers and government 

Overseeing dev of all major industries 

Futurism Machines & industries Despite highlighting glories of past

Extreme Racism 

Italy Supremacy state over individual Voluntary form Could embrace all

Nazism Race Biological or genetic difference Impossible to change

Peasant ideology 

Modern civilisation Decadent and corrupt 

Peasant life Simple, close to land Nordic racism with rural romanticism 

Deep contradiction War needs more weapons


