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The Philosopher King does not desire to rule, nor seek pleasure, but only to gain wisdom. For 
him, returning to the cave is doubly painful, but necessary.
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PKs undergo an elaborate system of education to develop the capacity to learn philosophical 
truth.

This comprehensive educational system is designed specifically to cultivate rulers who can 
perceive and understand philosophical truths beyond ordinary comprehension.



�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

Rule is not hereditary, and women are included.

Through eugenics, the best rulers are produced.
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Rulers are chosen based on 
their philosophical capacity 
rather than birthright.
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Women are equally eligible 
to become rulers if they 
demonstrate the necessary 
qualities.
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Plato advocated for 
controlled reproduction to 
produce the best possible 
rulers.
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Plato insisted that no law or ordinance is mightier than knowledge, which must not be limited by public opinions, customs, or ordinary law books.

Knowledge transcends all other forms of authority and should guide governance without constraint from lesser sources.
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Alex de Tocqueville, in Democracy in America, warned that democracy could lead to despotism, driven by passion.

Tocqueville cautioned that democratic systems might devolve into despotic rule when governed by passion rather than reason.
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The Walter Mitty figure dreams of great things without the knowledge or discipline to achieve them.

This criticism suggests that aspiring rulers might imagine themselves capable of philosophical rule without possessing the necessary wisdom or 
training.



�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

Lord Acton famously said, "Power corrupts, absolute power corrupts absolutely."
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This critique suggests that even philosopher kings, given absolute 
authority, would inevitably be corrupted by their power.
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Acton's observation directly challenges Plato's assumption that 
philosophical wisdom can overcome human tendencies toward 
corruption.
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Kautilya, unlike Plato, did not overlook human psychology of incentive, offering practical 
governance methods.

This criticism highlights that Plato's ideal ruler concept may ignore fundamental aspects of 
human motivation and behavior that affect governance.
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Aristotle saw Plato's philosopher king as a potential dictator.
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Aristotle recognized that concentrating absolute power in one ruler, 
even a philosophical one, could lead to tyrannical governance.
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This critique emphasizes the practical dangers of Plato's idealistic 
conception of rulership.
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In The Laws, Plato emphasized the rule of law. Thus, we can say that Aristotle's ideal state is effectively Plato's second-best state.
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Philosopher kings rule with absolute wisdom
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Rule of law becomes paramount
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Practical governance through constitutional rule


