
Marx

Classical Marxism (Marxism 
of Marx)

Philosophy 

Hegel 

Official philosopher of Prussia State is the march of God on earth

Philosophy of history Idea - moving force of history History is the product of conflict of ideas

Idea is real Ultimate reality is God Reflection of God ~ Non living - living - family 
- c.s. - state Universal spirit unfold itself in the state

Historical materialism

capitalism is doomed and socialism is destined 
to replace it

Primitive society Masters vs slaves Land lords vs serfs Capitalists vs workers

Economic interpretation of history History is shaped by economic factors

To live need to eat First act of man Production For the sake of production he enters into 
society

Earlier socialists as Utopians St Simons, Charles Fourier, Robert Owen 

Desire for social transformation

Unconnected with class struggle and 
revolution

His concept as Scientific socialism 

Praxis

Theory leading to action And action leading to theory 

Violence is the midwife of change

Workers of the world to unite You have nothing loose except your chain

Base structure Mode of production Means of production Relations of production 

Haves Property Status quo

Have nots Exploited For change

Inherently conflictual

Dialectical No harmony 

Real identity
Class

Religion, nation False consciousness 

Class in itself - awarness Class for itself - revolution 

Superstructure 
Society 

Illusion of neutrality Not independent but reflection of BS

Economics

Alienation 

Young Marx Book - Economic and philosophic manuscript

From the product of their labour Production for not need or satisfaction But for profit

From process of their labour Forced to work under supervision 

From fellow workers Work is not social, but self interested activity 

From themselves Labour itself is reduced to commodity Depersonalised activity instead of creative and 
fulfilling 

Hegel Alienation from God Unhappy

Class conflict

Chief agent of historical change

A history of all hitherto existing societies is 
the history of class struggle 

Workers are necessarily and systemically 
exploited by ruling class

Socialism to communism Struggle ends End of history State whither away

Surplus value Extracted by paying them less than the value 
they generate

Cyclical crisis of overproduction and economic 
stagnation- bound to fail

Dig their own graves

Contradictions

Labour and capital

Liberty and equality 

Man and society 

Politics 

Proletariat revolution 

Not merely political revolution But social revolution 
New mode of production 

New superstructure 

Objective conditions + subjective conditions 
“Class consciousness”

Recognise their own exploitation 

Freedom

Freedom to act as per own nature Only when society take care of needs

Freedom from necessities 

Not a right But presume of certain conditions 

Socialism Vs communism

Socialism From each according to his ability to each 
according to his work

Communism From each according to ability to each 
according to his need

Karl popper Enemies of open society 

Holistic

Historicism 

Deterministic 

Orthodox Marxism

Historical background 

October 1917 Russian revolution 
Communist party - unquestionable authority 

Comintern 1919

Eastern Europe 1945 China 1949 Cuba 1959

Historical circumstances 
Largely rural area

Small and unsophisticated urban proletariat 

Difference from Marx Greater attention 

Leadership 

Communist rule become rule of communist 
elite

shaped by personal contribution Bolshevik leaders VI Lenin, Joseph Stalin

Have ideological wisdom to awaken proletariat  

Political organisations 

Lenin 

Not spontaneous development of class 
conscious 

Revolutionary party / Vanguard party Lead working class From “trade unionist conscious” to 
“revolutionary conscious”

Democratic centralisation Policy is decided centrally and is binding on all 
its members

Rosa Luxembourg Problem of substitutionalism

Ruling party itself substitute for the 
proletariat

A supreme leader would substitute himself for 
the party

Economic management 

Theory of imperialism 

Mao Zedong

Marx + Machiavelli Very pragmatic form Marxism 

Dialectics 

Antagonistic 
Foreign bourgeoisie Feudal class

Conflict - Can’t be resolved

Non-antagonistic Indigenous bourgeoisie 

Permanent revolution 

Role of peasantry 
“Power flows through the barrel of gun”

Masses to gain power Gorilla warfare Red book

Vs Gandhi

Similar challenges Successful mass leaders Influence go beyond their country

Mao Violence End justifies means Guerrilla warfare  

Gandhi Non-violence, Satyagraha 

Morally superior 

Violence belong to world of animals

Eye for eye make world blind

Non of revolutions which adopted violent 
method resulted into empowerment of masses

Neo Marxism

Modern/Western Marxism  Subtle and complex form of Marxism in 
Western Europe

Two principle factors

Failure of Marx’s prediction Class struggle not as beginning and end of 
social analysis

Repelled by Bolshevik model Worse than capitalism - totalitarianism 

Antonio Gramsci Class system is upheld not simply by 
economic and political power

But also “bourgeoisie hegemony “

Spiritual and cultural supremacy of the ruling 
class

Value via civil society Media, churches, trade unions 

Area of analysis Culture & ideas

Capitalism is surviving by making

Consumerism as mass culture

With aid of technology, media, advertisement 
industry

Post capitalist & post industrial society Nature capitalist
Culture itself become industry 

Not just part of superstructure 

Herbert Marcuse 

Father of new left One Dimensional Man

Who thinks and behave as consumer

Lost appetite for critical and oppositional 
thinking

Behave like herd/sheep

Exploitation by creating false needs

Disillusionment with role of working class as 
revolutionary Because he posses property Satisfied by welfare state

Only hope is who not integrated with society 
Minority, aborigines, radical intellencia

Concept of “great refuse”

Illusion of freedom Democracy is actually authoritarianism 
without terror

Culture is mean for social control

Work more than required

Physically destructive 

Ignore wastage 

Damage env and social relations 

Mark Horkheimer 

Negative dialectics 

People intellectually inactive Politically passive

They sit passively before cultural content 
than Engaging with each other for entertainment 

Habermas 

Liberal public sphere become media dominated 
public sphere

Public opinion is not the result of rational  
dialogue but media manipulated 

Althusser Economic factor over determined

Multicultural analysis 

Russian revolution started from super 
structure  


