
Liberalism

Historical overview

Feudalism Landed aristocracy & absolute monarchy

Market/Capitalist Society 

Rise of middle class Choices and social possibilities Through talent and hard work

The English Revolution 1688 American 1776 French 1789 Challenged 
Divine rights of Monarchy 

Authority of church

Disintegration of USSR Francis Fukuyama End of History

21st century Retreat & reversal ‘Silent counter revolution’

Resurgence of conservative values Trump, Bolsanaro

Authoritarian ideas and practices China, S.Arabia, Russia

Failure of Arab spring 2011

Rise of right wing populism Nationalism, immigration Belarus

Core Themes

Individualism

Each individual Distinctive & special value Immanuel Kant End in itself Human dignity 

Two contrasting implications 
Uniqueness 

Equality 

Atomism Society is made up a collection of Self interested and Largely self sufficient individuals 

Earlier - Possessive individuals” Later “social responsibility”

Freedom

Early liberals Pursue their own interest by exercising choice Equality of opportunity 

Later Able to develop their skills & talent Fulfil their potential Creative freedom

No absolute entitlement JS Mill Harm principle Actions
Self regarding 

Others regarding 

Isaiah Berlin “Two concepts of liberty”
Negative liberty Absence external constraint State not enter

Positive liberty Absence of internal constraint Self mastery

Reason

Enlightenment Release humankind from its bondage to 
superstition and ignorance Age of reason

capable of defining and pursuing their best 
interests Education 

Importance of discussion, debate and 
argument Resolving disputes peacefully Force and war - last resort

Justice

Distribution of benefits and burden

Formal equality/ equal citizenship 

Legal equality Equality before law

Political equality UAF

Meritocratic society 

Inequalities of wealth and social position 
solely reflect The unequal distribution of

Talent

Willing Application of talent, hardworking

Micheal Sandal Tyranny of merit Material inequality breeding resentment and 
hostility 

Equal distribution of rights and entitlements Difference Blind Marry Wollstonecraft Vs Betty Friedan 
(feminine mystique)

Equality of opportunity 

Toleration 

Voltaire I detest what you say but will defend to death 
your right to say

John Locke 

J.S. Mill
Free market of ideas Truth emerges Through debates and arguments 

Tolerance is threatened by Democracy and spread of “dull conformism”

JK Rowling 2020 People who menstruate is women” “Creation of safe places”

John Rawls Overlapping consensus” “Different comprehensive doctrines” By “public reasoning “ In democratic culture 

To address diversity 

Separation of private and public Single identity in public 

Religious neutrality Secularism 

Universal citizenship UAF, UCC

USA - Melting pot Europe - bowl and salad 

Classical Liberlaism (19th c 
liberalism)

Natural Rights

Inalienable Entitled by virtue of being human

Locke Life, liberty and property Limited government 

Thomas Jefferson American Declaration of Independence Life, liberty and pursuit of happiness

Utilitarianism Jeremy Bentham 

Natural rights - nonsense

Individuals motivated by self interest Pleasure and pain To calculate utility

The greatest happiness for greatest number 
of people

Economic liberation 
Adam Smith Forces of supply and demand Self regulatory mechanism

David Ricardo “Comparative advantage” The bonds of eternal peace

Social Darwinism

Herbert Spencer Book “The man vs State”

Samuel Smiles “Heaven helps who helps themselves

William Summer The drunkard in the gutter is just where he 
ought to be

Modern Liberalism 

Intro

20th century liberalism
Inequality, slums, diseases 

Growing industrial working class Low pay & unemployment 

Review attitude toward state Minimal state Vs Enabling state

Individuality JS Mill European romanticism Quality in pleasure
Animal vs human Happiness in sacrifice

Socrates dissatisfied than fool dissatisfied

Positive freedom TH Green

Liberty is the capacity of doing something 
which worth doing Absence of internal constraints 

Human consciousness postulates liberty
Liberty as supreme value of utility

Prerequisite for personality development 

Liberty involves rights
Need sanctions of society 

Atomic man is abstract concept

Rights demand states To hinder the hindrance 

“Will” not “force” is the basis of state
Legitimacy

Social contract 

Social liberalism

Electoral pressure Welfare state

Social responsibility 
UK - Beveridge report 1942 To protect citizen from cradle to grave

New deal - Roosevelt 1930

Rawls Difference principle 

Economic management Great Depression 1930 John Maynard Keynes
State increasing level of aggregate demands 

Not opposed but saviour of liberalism 

Classical vs Modern

Liberal democracy Two dimensions

Constitutional 

All governments are potential tyrannies Limited government 

Egoism + power = corruption 

Lord Acton Power tends to corrupt, absolute power 
corrupts absolutely 

Checks & Balance Separation of power

Cabinet government PM

Parliamentary government Executive 

Bicameralism Subtopic 1

Federalism

Judiciary 

Montesquieu Power should be a check to power

Democracy

Abraham Lincoln Gettysburg address 1863
By the people Direct democracy

Of the people Representative Competitive struggle for popular vote

Ambivalence Fear of collective power

Alex de Tocqueville Tyranny of democracy

JS Mill 

Educated Political wisdom 

Uneducated Narrow political interest

Plural weighted voting

Neo Liberalism

Historical 

1970s Thatcherism

1990s Eastern Europe Shock therapy

1995 WTO Almost universal acceptance

Principles Washington Consensus John Williamson

Fiscal deficit reduction

Reducing discriminate subsidies

Market determined 
Interest rate

Exchange rate

PSU disinvestment 

Deregulation 

To address poverty

Trickle down theory

Market fundamentalism Solution to any problem

Amartya Sen & Adam Smith State intervention where private is reluctant 

Why Welfare state is unsustainable 

Cradle to grave become role of nanny

Increase in FD, BoP crisis IMF Rolling back of state

Margret Thatcher TINA factor

Impact

Thomas Pickett Capital in 21st century Inequality 

Global protest against interstate and 
intrastate inequality Climate justice

Rise of Neo rightism and conservatism

Privatisation, tax cuts

Nationalism, trade protectionism, anti 
globalisation 

Feminisation of poverty No state support Unequal pay

Proponents

Friedrich Hayek

Book - constitution of liberty

Father of neoliberalism 

Critic of centralised planning Supporter of indicative planning

Social justice is mirage In the name of social justice Actually state increases its power

Justice is characteristic of men not state

Progressive taxation is bonded labour
It never reaches poor Corruption and non productive use

Prefers charity

Market as big central nervous system 

Murray Rothbars

Politicians and bureaucrats are thieves and 
robbers

Central bank as legislative fraud 

Libertarianism

Contemporary liberalism Freedom not only for markets but customs 
and traditions 

Minimal and limited government Limit government intervention in both econmy 
and personal freedoms

Strong free market capitalism 

Foreign policy Isolationist

Sceptical of government environment 
regulations 

Robert Nozick

Night watchman state

Entitlement theory of justice If someone acquire property by just means - 
trading, working He entitled to that property 

Close to classical liberalism, Neo liberalism, 
conservatives 

Social liberals

Welfare state but limited

A Sen 
Not supports PSU

But state to provide capacity building

Role

Private - growth and employment 

State - rights + capacity building

Civil society- transparency and accountability 

John Rawls Laski Nehru Mixed government 


