
J.S. Mill

Jeremy Bentham Father of utilitarianism 

Presented as a systemic school of thought Philosophy of common man

Human actions are guided by Pleasure & pain

All Humans Utilitarian No superior or inferior soul

Nature has placed man under two sovereign 
masters

Utility as principle of ethics Ought to be 

Quantitative 

Pushpin as good as Poetry

Greatest happiness to greatest number of 
people 

Felicific calculus

Aggregate happiness > number of people 

Not collective happiness

Man is individualist

To maximise Happiness
Minimal state

More GDP Only way to tackle poverty 

Revision of utilitarianism 

Utilitarianism Pigs Philosophy 

Influence of 

Plato & Socrates 

Idealism 

It is better to a Socrates dissatisfied than a 
fool Satisfied 

It is better to be a man dissatisfied than a pig 
satisfied 

Add quality 

To quantity In utility as principle of ethics

Man has reason 

Animals only appetite 

Know difference between

Pleasure Immediate satisfaction 

Happiness

Satisfaction of soul

Understanding others

Find in sacrifice 

Utility
Bentham Individualistic Utility - to guide state action Non interference 

Mill Man is social or ethical by nature Utility- to guide individual Sacrifice, quality over quantity 

Mill ‘Peter who denied his master! Cross road between classical and modern 
liberalism 

Liberty

Systemic and detailed examination 

Book - On liberty

Re established liberty as centre of liberalism, 
rather than Utility 

As a value Condition for happiness 

Individual Development of personality Realise potential 

State State is individual writ large No state become great by dwarfing its own 
people 

Reasonable Restriction 

Harm Principle Actions
Other’s regarding 

Self regarding No state role

If person is ignorant State make him aware

Sir Ernest Barker

Mill is a prophet of empty liberty and scholar 
of abstract individualism

Few self regarding actions

Even self regarding actions Inconsistent Crossing bridge Meta physical concept of real Will

Atomistic man is not a real man

Positive liberal 

If anyone is liberal, it is Mill

Freedom of speech & express

Plus action , form associations etc

Necessary for democracy Otherwise tyranny of mejority

Most precious 

Unique No other species 

Utility Dialectics 

To understand the truth Objective of life

To correct ourselves

Wrong Person or mad person Aware & keep quiet 

Thus for Mill Majority will not be right in suppressing the 
opinion of minority 

Neither Tyranny of one over all nor the tyranny of all over the one is acceptable 

Democracy

Book - On Representative democracy 

Best form to Enjoy liberty 

Ideal Direct democracy 2nd Best Representative democracy 
Size

Complexity of society 

Reluctant democrat

Democracy is not a free gift Prerequisite 
Democratic society 

Committed to value

Not for barbarians Benevolent despotism 

Bentham Self government for colonies

Mill

Fear of future of democracy 
Alex de Tocqueville Tyranny of majority 

Everyone getting vote Dull conformity 

Reforms

Weighted voting based on property

Plural voting Wherever one own property

Proportional representation 

Importance to House of Lords 

Open Ballots

Women voting

Nehru - if people can not come to voting we 
can bring democracy to their door steps

Women

Book - On subjugation of women
Participation in public sphere 

Right to vote

All forms of slavery have ended with the 
exception of one Slavery of women

Because women subjugation is so universal 

It appears natural

But neither natural not desirable 

Women participation 
Will reduce negativities If women out of 4 walls

Man behave in more civilised manner Inspire to work hard


