
Plato

Socrates

Intro

Theory of Knowledge

Socrates and Plato
Intended to change existing conditions Not to be merely an exercise in thinking 

First university The Academy

Plato Intro 427 to 347 BC 

Peleponnasian war

Fight between classes for power Hellenic Greek
Sparta Democrats

Athens Aristocrats and oligarch

People unwilling to look beyond their 
immediate self interest Led to common ruin and misery

Attempted to teach philosophy to tyrant

Dionysus II Sold him to slavery

Politics could be rationalised by truth Book - The Republic

Utopian To establish an ideal standards and normative 
measuring rod

Theory of idea Higher truth of what is The Good

Theory of knowledge Wisdom

Theory of forms

Something can’t be grasped simply in logical 
terms

Dualism between empirical world and no 
empirical and non sensory world of forms

Allegory of caves
Back of the cave World of appearances Opinions

Forced to turn around Sun is the source of all things Reality is the shadow of idea Wisdom

Who prides themselves on their hard headed 
realism Live in unreal world of shadows and illusions

Theory of soul

Personality

Physical

Spiritual Permanent soul Soul in kingdom of god looks at the perfect 
manifestation of things Recollects in earth Reason

Based on dominant virtue

Wisdom - Gold Rule making, formulating policy

Courage - Silver Class of warriors 

Temperance- Bronze Produce goods and perform services - craft, 
farmer, trade

Form of pleasure will make them happy

But their notion of happiness is an illusion

Theory of Justice Debate

Cephalus Simply telling the truth, paying back one’s 
debt Weapon to mad friend

Polymecharus Giving every man’s his due, harming enemy Justice is human excellence- can’t be harming Like mastering music, riding

Thracymechus Sophist - might is right What if strong make wrong
Justice can’t be self harm

Physician can’t produce more patients 

Plato

State is the man writ large

Larger picture 

State is natural, no one is self sufficient 

Appropriate division of labour 

Political justice is simply virtue of harmony 
within state and absence of conflict Each perform his tasks

Harmony  
Principle of non interference 

Continuity between ethics and politics 

Criticism

Arbitrary classification of classes

Negligence of freedom of choice

Freedom of citizens sacrificed for the sake of 
ideal state

Theory of education 

To find qualifications of soul

Primary education Reading, writing Producer class

Advanced education For ruling class
Mathematics, military Warrior class

Dialectics

Features of Spartans Public education, compulsory, state control

Athens Analytical, critical, philosophy 

Rousseau The republic is the best book in the field of 
education

Phisopher King

No desire to rule, genuine desire to wisdom Doubly painful to return to cave No desire for pleasure 

To find Elaborate system of education 

Capacity to learn philosophical truth

Not hereditary male dominating ruling class

Eugenics 

No law or ordinance is mightier than 
knowledge Wisdom/knowledge not limited by Public opinions, customs and traditions, 

ordinary law book

Checks

Communism of family

Not allowed to have private property

Ascetic communism To remove desire

Alex de Tocqueville 

Democracy in America

Walter Mitty character who dream of doing 
great things without knowledge or discipline 

Despot Outgrowth of democracy Under control of master passion

Lord Acton Power corrupts, absolute power corrupts 
absolutely 

Kautilya gives practical solutions 

Best govern is reluctant to govern Overlook human psychology of incentive

Aristotle Practical form of PK is dictator 

Plato Book - The Laws

Rule of law

Aristotle’s ideal state is Plato’s second best 
state

Communism

To tackle corruption 
Education Primary method 

Communism Supplementary check

Can’t own property Avoid accumulating of wealth

children will be taken care by state. To avoid nepotism

To produce able gold soul philosophers Eugenics 

Women liberation 

Diagnosis is correct but prescription is wrong

Remedy is worse than disease

Aristotle Benefits of property

Sense of self worth Motivation for productivity 

Men of reason

No interest conspiracy Stability 

Charity Character

Plato and Marx
Plato Idealist State - natural and necessary 3 classes based on soul Relationship between class - harmony Mental revolution Intellectual class as rulers

Marx Materialist Instrument of exploitation Classless society based on economy Class conflict - inherent  Violent revolution Exploiter

Inconsistency 
Noble lie - common stock down inside the 
earth Vs Education and training

Philosopher king has wisdom Still need communism

Fascist

Totalitarian 

Censorship of poetry 
Classicist Art should reflect order and harmony

Romanticism Appeal to emotions and feelings

Karl popper 

Republic is totalitarian assault upon 
democracy Betrayed Socrates

Plato as enemy of open society Indoctrination, censorship 

Open society 

Members develop naturally without external 
supervision 

Nobody possess monopoly of truth

Opportunity to maximise happiness through 
their choices

Historicism Politic and ideological use of history 

Holistic Overnight change

Peace-meal social engineering Chance to rectify mistakes

Falsification Open for debate, to be proved wrong

Absolutely power of state

No rights to individual but only duties

Myth of racial superiority and natural 
inequalities 

Levinson Comparing non comparable 

Difference 
No Violence, coercion, exploitation 

Rationalism and logic

Father of Political Philosophy

What should be vs what it is 

PK, theory of knowledge, 

Karl popper One can be either plutonic or anti plutonic, 
but never can be a non plutonic 

Whitehead 

The history of entire 
western philosophy 
is nothing but 
footnote of Plato 
and Aristotle 


